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lamented that those who are most obtrusive in their decision of what is and what is not " true Gospel Preaching," should be the least observant of these seasons of prayer that GOD HIMSELF would send labourers into His vineyard.
EMBLEM. A visible, and usually an ornamental symbol of some spiritual thing: of some great truth concerning the object of a Christian's worship, of some object of his faith and hope, or of some mystery or privilege. The use of emblems, under which the truths of Christianity were veiled from the heathen, while they were presented vividly to the minds of the faithful, is probably as old as Christianity itself: and the fancy of pious persons has continued it to the present day; many particular emblems having been so generally and almost universally used, as to have been interwoven almost with the very external habit of the Church itself. Among the most apt and venerable may be mentioned, the trine cornpas, (as it it called by Chaucer,
" That of the trine compas Lord and gide is,") Or a circle inscribed within an equilateral triangle; denoting the* co-equality and co-eternity of the three Divine persons in the ever blessed and undivided Trinity: the hand extended from the clouds in the attitude of benediction; for the first person in the TRINITY: the Lamb triumphant, the fish, (See Piscis,) the pelican wounding her own breast to feed her young, and others; for the SON of GOD, JESUS CHRIST our LORD : <b.e dove, for the HOLY GHOST. The chalice receiving the blood of a wounded Lamb, for the Holy E ucharist: the phoenix rising from the flames, for the resurrection : the Cross, for the Christian's life of conflict; the crown, for his hope of glory. All these are beautifully significant, and are very innocent in their use, as well as pious in their intention.
It is of the essence of a proper emblem that it be not, nor pretend to be, a simple representation. It then loses-its allusive character, and becomes a mere picture of the thing itself. In theology there is another reason why this should be avoided: for when we attempt a representation of any object of Christian worship, we too nearly fall into idolatry. Hence the cross is admissible